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MINUTES 
HUMAN RELATIONS COMMISSION 

REGULAR MEETING 
MONDAY, OCTOBER 18, 2010 

TRAINING ROOM 
3300 CAPITOL AVE., BUILDING B 

FREMONT, CALIFORNIA 
7:15 P.M.   

 
1. SECRETARY CALL FOR QUORUM 
 
2. CALL TO ORDER 
 
3. ROLL CALL 
  
4. APPROVAL OF MINUTES of the September 20, 2010 meeting.  
  
 A motion was made by Commissioner Hoffman and seconded by Commissioner 
 Davè to accept the minutes of September 20, 2010.  The minutes were approved 
 and so ordered with Commissioners Watanuki and Vuppala abstaining.  
 
5.      ORAL COMMUNICATIONS  
 
6. WRITTEN COMMUNICATIONS 
 
7. ANNOUNCEMENTS  
 
8. CONSENT ITEMS (Routine items requiring no discussion; any Commissioner 

or member of the public can ask for a consent item to be moved to the regular 
agenda to allow for discussion) 
 
8.1   None 
 

9. OLD BUSINESS   
 

9.1   NUMMI Resource Fair 
 
Commissioners selected time slots for attending the NUMMI Resource 
fair on October 22, 2010.  The schedule is as follows: 
 

10:00 – 11:00 11:00 – 12:00 12:00 – 1:00 1:00 – 2:00 
Raj Salwan Veeru Vuppala Anish Davè Sister Patricia Walsh 
Moina Shaiq  Phong La Debra Watanuki 
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9.2   HRC Work Plan  
 

  Commissioners reviewed the HRC 2010/2011 Strategic Planning Calendar 
  and requested that the calendar be on the agenda quarterly as a topic of  
  discussion.  Commissioners also requested that Commissioner Davè be  
  added to the Strengthening Fremont Serving Non Profits committee.   
 
  A motion was made by Commissioner Walsh and seconded by   
  Commissioner Vuppala to accept the Human Relations Commission  
  2010/2011 Work Plan.  The motion was approved and so ordered.  

 
 
10. NEW BUSINESS (Items on which the Commission has not yet had an agendized 

discussion or taken action). 
  

10.1  None 
 

11.       COMMISSION REFERRALS  
 
 11.1 Commissioner Davè requested that the topic of bullying in the schools be  
  put on the next agenda.  
 
12. STANDING AND ADHOC COMMITTEE REPORTS (Oral reports on 

relevant meetings/events) 
  

 12.1 Community Dialogue and Resource Sharing Subcommittee 
 
Commissioner Watanuki relayed her conversation with James Morris, the 
new Superintendant of Fremont Unified School District, to the 
Commissioners.  Commissioner Watanuki extended the HRC’s 
willingness to work in collaboration with FUSD on the film series “Race 
to Nowhere.” The district will have an active role in promoting the film 
series and developing a panel discussion. 
 
Commissioner Hoffman informed the Commission that the date for 
viewing the movie is set for November 7, 2010 and will be shown at the 
Essenay Theatre in Niles.  Commissioner Hoffman will be meeting with 
the person who created the documentary to try and negotiate her terms for 
showing the film.  As it stands right now, there must be at least 100 people 
in the theatre to view the movie or she requires a fee payment of $500.  
The committee is unsure that there will be 100 people there and there are 
no funds available to pay the $500 fee.  
 
Commissioner Salwan inquired if there would be time set aside before or 
after the viewing for guest speakers.  Commissioner Hoffman felt there 
would be time available.  
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Commissioner Watanuki is also working to find a panelist with a parent 
from Mission San Jose High School who started the SOS Program (Save 
Our Students).  
 

 12.2 Strengthening Fremont Serving Non Profits Committee 
 
Commissioner Walsh attended the first CAEB meeting.  Commissioner 
Watanuki will not be able to attend future meetings and requested that 
Commissioner Davè take her place at the meetings.  Commissioner Davè 
accepted and will be attending future CAEB meetings. 
 

12.3 Community Outreach Committee  
 
Commissioner Davè informed the Commissioners that the Interns will be 
available to help on Make A Difference Day as needed.  He has gotten 
approval from the Director for the Interns to receive college credits for the 
program.  Commissioner Davè will be setting up a meeting between 
Arquimides Caldera, and Dr. McCarty (Ohlone College Professor) to 
discuss the details of the Intern Program. 
 

12.4 Advocacy Committee  
 
Commissioner Salwan attended the Teen Youth Center Meeting at the 
FRC and reported back to the Commissioners.  Suzanne Shenfil, Director 
of Human Services, gave the Commissioners a brief history on the 
development of the Teen Health Center and where it is in the planning 
stages at the present time. 

 
 12.5 “Make a Difference Day” (MADD) Committee 

 
Arquimides Caldera gave an update on Make A Difference Day and 
handed out a list of current registered projects.  The Commissioners were 
asked to review the list and choose at least two events to visit, take 
pictures, and thank volunteers.   A request was made for staff to supply 
maps to the various projects they will be visiting. 
 
The MADD project for the HRC this year is to assist Tri-City Volunteers 
with their holiday turkey drive.  Commissioner Hoffman requested a flyer 
be made to pass out to agencies informing them where to drop turkeys off. 
Also suggested by Commissioner Hoffman was to have staff add on the 
City website, the fact that the HRC is helping with the Turkey drive.  

 
 12.6 Other Commission Updates 

 
Commissioner La gave an update on the BAWAR open house that he 
attended earlier in the day. 
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Commissioner Walsh gave an update on Senior’s Night Out that she 
attended as a guest.   
 
Commissioner Watanuki gave an update on SAVE’s 8th Annual Eye 
Opener Breakfast that did very well this year. 
 
Commissioner Hoffman asked staff to look into how many hits the HRC 
website has had. 
 
Suzanne Shenfil reported to the Commission that EveryOne Home is 
sponsoring another movie on Thursday, December 2, 2010 at the 
Piedmont Theater in Oakland.  The movie is “The Empress Hotel” and 
will start is 6:45 p.m. 
 

 
13. STAFF REPORTS  
 

13.1 Attendance Summary (Attachment 13.1) 
13.2     Calendar (Attachment 13.2) of HRC regular/special meetings and events. 
13.3 Status of Commission Website (Attachment 13.3) 

 
14. REFERRALS TO STAFF (this is for items referred by an individual 

Commissioner.  A Commission vote in favor of an item here means it will be 
placed on a future Commission agenda as an item of new business.  A vote 
against means it will be dropped without consideration). 

 
15. ADJOURNMENT 
 
    A motion was made by Commissioner Hoffman and seconded by Commissioner  
  Watanuki to adjourn the meeting.  The motion was approved and so ordered. 


